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Chapter 3 
The Delhi Sultans 


Let's recall 


Q.1 Which ruler first established his or her capital at Delhi? 
Ans.: In twelfth century, Delhi first became the capital of the kingdom of 
Tomara Rajputs. It was established as a capital. by Ananga Pala. 


Q.2 What was the language of administration under the Delhi Sultans? 
Ans.: We found inscriptions and coins which helps us to know that 
Persian was the language of administration under the Delhi Sultans. 


Q.3 In whose reign did the Sultanate reach its farthest extent? 
Ans.: Under the reign of Aluaddin Khalji and Muhammad Tughlug the 
Sultanate reached its farthest end. 


Q.4 From which country did Ibn Battuta travel to India? 
Ans.: Ibn Batuta was a fourteenth century traveler from Morocco, Africa. 


Let's understand 


Q.5 According to the “circle of justice”; why was it important for military 
commanders to keep the interests of the peasantry in mind? 

Ans.: According to the Circle of Justice, it was important for the military 
commanders to keep the interests of the peasants in mind because a king 
can’t survive without his soldiers and soldiers need motivation to work 
for the king so as areward for their services king have to give them salary 


which came from the revenue collected from the peasants and peasants 
could pay the revenue only when they were prosperous and happy. 


Q.6 What is meant by the “internal” and “external” frontiers of the 
Sultanate? 

Ans.: 1. The ‘Internal’ frontiers of the sultanate consisted of the 
‘hinterland’ of the garrison towns. These places lied in the close 
neighbourhood of the capital city of Delhi. The area of internal frontier 
extended up to the forests of Ganga and Yamuna Doab. 


2. The ‘external’ frontiers refer to the unconquered territories especially 
the southern parts of the subcontinent. 


Q.7 What were the steps taken to ensure that. muqtis performed their 
duties? Why do you think they may have wanted to defy the orders of the 
Sultans? 

Ans.: 1. Muqtis were selected on the basis of certain qualification. 

2. Their office was not inheritable. 

3. They were assigned iqtas for a short period of time. 


4. They were shifted from time to time from one iqta to another. 

5. The duty of the muqtis was to lead military campaigns and maintain 
law and order in their iqtas. 

6. Accountants. were. appointed by the, state to check the amount of 
revenue collected. 


Reasons to defy the orders of the Sultans: 


1. Muqti collected the taxes prescribed by the state and kept the required 
number of soldiers. They may have wanted to defy the orders of the 
Sultans to exercise control over the money collected and the military. 
2. Sometimes, the harsh conditions of service can be the reason for 
defying the orders of the Sultans. 

Let’s discuss 


Q.8 Do you think the authors of tawarikh would provide information 
about the lives of ordinary men and women? 

Ans : No ,the authors of tawarikh would provide information about the 

lives of ordinary people. Actually, these authors were appointed by the 

Sultans to write about their political carriers. 


Q.9 Raziyya Sultan was unique in the history of the Delhi Sultanate. Do 
you think women leaders are accepted more readily today? 

Ans: Yes,Today women leaders are accepted more readily because they 
possess unique qualities. 


Q. 10 Why were the Delhi Sultans interested in cutting down forests? Does 
deforestation occur for the same reasons today? 

Ans: The Delhi Sultans were interested in cutting down forests because 

they wanted to extend cultivation. Cultivation was the only means by 

which they could collect more land revenue. But today forests are cut 

down for the establishment of industrial units and accommodation of the 

ever- growing population. 


Let’s do 


Q. 11 Find out whether there are any buildings built by the Delhi Sultans in 
your area. Are there any other buildings in your area that were built 
between the twelfth and fifteenth centuries? Describe some of these 
buildings, and draw sketches of them. 

Ans : Qutb Minar, Haus Khas, Fort of Firoz Shah Kotia, etc. are some of 
the buildings that are built by the Sultans of Delhi in my area (Delhi). 
Students are suggested to collect the photographs of these buildings and 


describe them in their own language. 
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